There is however no doubt that common cancers are multifactorial in their causation and it is chastening to remember that even the simplest forms of Mendelian inheritance involve several structural genes each with its own polygeneic control of transcriptional and translational apparatus.
Chapter 3 deals with cutaneous clues to internal malignant disease including changes that suggest a specific type of cancer, the rather more general signs indicating malignant disease of various organ systems and those cutaneous changes associated with lympho-reticulo cancers. This section provides a very useful summary and has good illustrations. Subsequent chapters deal with the information accumulating from tissue culture experiments and alterations in DNA in xeroderma pigmentosum. There are interesting chapters on malignant melanoma, ataxia telangiectasia, neurocutaneous diseases including multiple neurofibromatosis and adenoma subaceum, the multiple-nevoid basal-cell carcinoma syndrome, Gardener's syndrome, and a more general chapter on cancer of the gastrointestinal system. Two further chapters deal with the multiple mucosal neuromata syndrome and a miscellaneous collection of disorders of known or presumed hereditary aetiology which show a variable degree of predisposition to cancer. The final chapter deals with genetic counselling in which the necessity for considering the whole patient is stressed in contrast to the " dissemination of mathematically factual information about inheritance ". Effective genetic counselling embodies in most cases a normal physician/patient relationship with additional responsibility for the early detection of potentially treatable disease in the propositus and his relatives. This is an interesting book whose strength is the collection of articles on cancer syndromes which combine dermatological manifestations and some degree of inheritance. So little is known ofthe basic genetics of cancer in man that it is unfair to criticize unduly the lack of unifying concepts and discussion. This is a useful book for anyone interested in clinical genetics, dermatology or cancer.
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